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THE RHYTHM OF THE PASCHAL MYSTERY

 

This year, Christians celebrated the "Sacred Triduum,"

the three days from Holy Thursday through Easter

Sunday, during the first week of April. This year's

Triduum was met with joyous anticipation and con-

solation, as communities which did not celebrate in-

person last year because of the COVID-19, could once

again gather physically as restrictions have begun to

lessen, however, as the various communities of the

South-west Franciscans continue to navigate the

COVID-19 pandemic, these celebrations mirrored the

diverse rhythms of life, death and resurrection amidst

the pandemic--as the following stories illustrate.
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Paschal Candle at Casa Guadalupe Friary, 

hand-painted by José-Luis  Peralta, OFM 

Holy Week is the most sacred time for Christians

as they contemplate and fully participate in

the Paschal Mystery--Jesus' passion, death and resurrection.
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At Casa Guadalupe, Friars Manuel Mendoza and

José-Luis Peralta, OFM, (photo at left) participa-

ted in Holy Week rituals like the Veneration of

the Cross on Good Friday. 

continued on next page

Father Ron Walters, OFM, celebrated his first

Holy Week as Provincial Minister with

intimate celebrations in the chapel at Casa

Guadalupe Friary. Fr. Ron (photo at right)

presided at Mass on Easter Sunday and blessed

the beautiful Paschal candle painted by Fr.

José-Luis.

Father Patrick Schafer, OFM, pastor of Holy

Family Parish in Albuquerque, New Mexico,

(photo at right) shared with his parishioners

during the Easter Vigil, "As I was preparing for

Mass, I remembered last year. This is the first

anniversary of our first live-streamed Mass. I

can't tell you how happy I was when the lights

came on to see people sitting here. Because last

year there weren’t any. To me what a

wonderful example that we are the Body of

Christ." Reflecting on the Paschal Mystery in 

THE RHYTHM OF THE PASCHAL MYSTERY,  CONTINUED

The friars of Casa Guadalupe Friary and San Juan Diego Friary

celebrated Holy Week as domestic families

within their communities.

For friars ministering in parish communities that allowed

for in-person celebrations, it was a joyous occasion. 
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 the light ofthe pandemic, he continued--holding

his hand on his heart--"We are still going to have

COVID, we are still going to have to wear masks,

and social distance, but for us, it should be dif-

ferent. Not because of what is out there, but

what's in here. Once again Jesus saves us.

Through his death and resurrection, he allows

us to be redeemed. That’s not necessarily going

to change anything outside in the world, but

imagine if we--through a changed attitude,

through a change of heart, or an increase in

love--can take a piece of that Paschal candle,

and walk into the darkness and lessen it.¨

Fr. Patrick shared that despite not having the

regular Easter Vigil Mass traditions-like the

lighting of individual candles--Christians are

called to take the light out from the church and

into the world. 

Other communities made creative

accomodations permitting the maximum

number of parishioners to attend while still

maintaining social-distancing and COVID-19

guideines.

THE RHYTHM OF THE PASCHAL

MYSTERY,  CONTINUED 

Father Lalo Espinosa, OFM, pastor of St. John

the Baptist, Roswell, New Mexico, decided to

not only move the liturgy to the parish hall,

the Ave Maria Center (photo at left, below), to

allow for greater capacity, but also incorpo-

rated a parking lot liturgy (photo below) so no

parishioners were turned away. 

Still, other Southwest Franciscan parishes and

missions could not gather physically because

of COVID-19 restrictions. For example, San Jose

Parish in Laguna, New Mexico, did not cele-

brate Holy Week in-person as a community. 

These differences remind Christians that we

are called to deeply encounter the Paschal

Mystery, not only during Holy Week, but

throughout our daily lives and circumstances.

Through the Paschal Mystery, we can find

meaning in our own sufferings, like those

caused by COVID-19. Through the process of

dying and rising to new life, we encounter the

greatest and most beautiful Christian mystery.

Because of Jesus, Christians know that new life

can come from suffering and death. 

We give thanks for the new life in  communi-

ties and continue to pray for communities

that--like Jesus--are patiently waiting in the

tomb. May we continue to pray for all of those

impacted by COVID-19 and the impact it has

had on people of faith. 
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When many Catholics hear the word contemp-

lative, they think of silent monks or nuns. But

at All Saints Friary at Ganado, Arizona, Brother

Paul O’Brien has discovered a path to contem-

plation over years of service, solitude and rit-

ual. “The whole experience of contemplation

has always been central to my vocation,” he

says, defining that experience simply as “listen-

ing to the Word, and asking, ‘Am I called to

something in this moment.’”

“This moment,” for Br. Paul—as for other friars

ministering with the Navajo people—has been

defined over the past year by the strict pandem-

ic lock-down imposed by the Navajo Nation.

“Being alone this year in Ganado has given me a

lot of time for contemplation," he explains.

the Trappist monk who popularized it, Father

Thomas Keating, in a month-long stay in 1984

at St. Benedict's Abbey in Snowmass, Colorado.

Br. Paul considered the life of a Trappist, but

eventually found his prayer life could be lived

in active ministry, a style of life which the

Franciscan Order today calls contemplative

fraternity in mission (“friar-talk” for combin-

ing community life and prayer, which in turn

inspire service to others). Or, as Br. Paul says

about his contemplative vocation: “What I was

looking for, I found in my Navajo experience.”

In 22 years of ministry at Greasewood, Arizo-

na, and now 19 years at Ganado, Br. Paul has

learned from the people he serves: “The Navajo

are just a very prayerful people,” he explains.

He adds that, without consciously expressing,

“They probably pray off and on all day. They

live in the presence of the Lord." The Native

American prayer experience of the sweat lodge

has also taught Br. Paul about contemplation. 

Br. Paul discovered

this kind of prayer

long ago. “It’s been my

whole religious life,”

he says. He cred-its a

slow, careful reading

of the Story of a Soul,

the autobi-ography of

the Little Flower, St.

Therésè, —falling 

 asleep reading a few

pages each night, early

in life. He also learned

the technique of “cen-

tering prayer,” from  

A reflection by Greg Friedman, OFM  
CONTEMPLATIVE-IN-MISSION:  PAUL O'BRIEN,OFM 

continued on next page

Detail of St. Therese of the Child

Jesus in a photograph taken in the

monastery of Lisieux, April 15,

1894. (Photo by Celine Martin, Sor

Genoveva de la Santa Faz,

courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)
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 liturgical prayer with Navajo families has been

at the many funerals during the pandemic. “I

spend a lot of enriching time with the families,

and with their cultural expressions, with

catechesis at the graveside.” Many people come

with feelings of anxiety, and so the friars and

their collaborators try to be available: The

people “just want reassurance that we’re here,”

he explains, calling it “the ‘sacrament of

presence.’”

Br. Paul O’Brien has very simple advice for

anyone wishing to make contemplation a part

of his or her life: “Stay with the Gospels, the

sayings of Jesus.” As an example, he offers the

phrase, “the Kingdom of God is within you,” to

take into silence, recalling, he concludes, the

promise of Jesus of “the Father, Son and Holy

Spirit to stay with us.” 

When asked how long a sweat lodge session

must last, he passes on the advice of an elder:

“as long as it needs to!”

Community feeds Br. Paul’s

prayer life: In addition to

regular gatherings with 

the other friars in Nav-

ajo ministry, at Ganado,

his “Franciscan Partner,”

Mike Sandoval, joins him 

daily for morning prayer.

“We have a prayer and sharing time which is

fruitful.” It's been “such a blessing” to share this

daily prayer, he admits. “I don’t think I could do

it alone anymore.” 

Br. Paul takes the fruits of that contemplative

time into service. Currently, the only formal 

 

Brother Francis X. Evans was a real “Renais-

sance man” at St. Michaels Mission, Arizona.

Over many years of service, he took on tasks

for which he had no formal training. As part of

the “Brothers Work Crew,” he operated heavy

machinery, favoring the bulldozer and the

bobcat—in that order. He built his own

motorcycle, with parts he milled himself on the

metal lathe. Br. Francis traversed Navajo land

on his bike and even took it on vacation—until

his senior years, when he had to give up both

motorcycle and car keys.  

As guardian of St. Michaels, I was determined

that Br. Francis at age 90 would not have to

A remembrance by Provincial Minister, Ron Walters, OFM  
A VACATION WITH BROTHER FRANCIS EVANS 

continued on next page

BR.  PAUL O'BRIEN AND

CONTEMPLATION,  CONTINUED

 

Brother Francis X. Evans, OFM



give up his vacation. He wanted to visit his

brother, who was 91, in a rural area east of

Cincinnati, Ohio. Sensing that this might be a

final chance for a family visit before “Sister

Death” called him home, I arranged for the two

of us to fly to Cincinnati—one of the few times

in Francis’ life that he had ever flown. I made

sure he had the window seat. He was a little

nervous but enjoyed the flight tremendously.

After our arrival, I retrieved the luggage and

was surprised at the weight of Francis’ suitcase.

“What’s in this,” I asked. “Rocks,” he replied,

“for my brother!” This unusual gift made sense,

however, since Francis was an avid rock col-

lector. Fascinated by the geological environ-

ment around St Michaels, Francis would return

from a walk with handfuls of shards—broken

remnants of pots and other items. Our archives

today has an excellent collection of shards, 

                                                 thanks to Brother 

                                                   Francis Evans.
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At St. Clement’s Friary in Cincinnati, we stayed

in separate guest rooms. The house had been

renovated recently with senior friars in mind.

Each room had a cord for an emergency call

system. That first night, the ever-curious

Francis had to pull the cord to find out what it

did! Almost immediately, the guardian of the

friary, Father Carl Langenderfer, showed up to 

 investigate. Francis told me later that he

thought it would turn off the room light! As a

result, I suggested that Br. Francis could share

the extra bed in my room—hoping to head off

any further incidents. I was wrong, of course.

A couple of nights later, Br. Francis got up in

the middle of the night—as do many senior

friars—to visit the next-door bathroom. I did

not hear him get up but was awakened by a

commotion in the corridor. Two friars were

talking, and a bucket was being wheeled into

the bathroom. I found Francis, Brother Joel

Soldenski, (another senior friar) and an

overflowing sink. It seems the lavatory had a

modern faucet, with a single ball-shaped

handle. Francis managed to turn it on but 

     couldn‘t figure out how to turn it off. Br. 

         Joel had brought a bucket, but no mop! I 

                  turned off the faucet under the cur-  

                ious eyes of both friars, and then

             went to find a mop.

             The vacation turned out to be  

           memorable for both of us. By the way, 

         Francis’ brother was fascinated by the 

        gift of Southwestern rocks and had                

      his own collection of wood to show 

    Francis in turn. It was indeed the last time

Br. Francis was able to see his brother and

sister-in-law before he died.

A VACATION WITH BROTHER FRANCIS,

CONTINUED 

Saint Clement Friary, 

Cincinnati, Ohio
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We seldom celebrate God’s sense of humor or irony, but two of my

favorite images remind us that God must love a good laugh. I took

the first picture (at right) at the tomb of Pope Clement XIV, the

last Franciscan friar to become Bishop of Rome. He was born in

1705 and received a Jesuit education, but still proceeded to join

the Conventual Franciscan friars. He had an honorable and suc-

cessful career, teaching and then working as a bureaucrat 

in the Vatican. In 1759, at the urging of the Superior General

of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, Pope Clement XIII named

Friar Lorenzo, as he was known then, a Cardinal of

the Church.

Upon Clement XIII’s death in 1769, Friar Lorenzo

was elected Pope and took the name Clement XIV.

He is the last Pope to take the name Clement.

A monthly reflection on our Franciscan
Heritage by Jack Clark Robinson, OFM 

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS 

The statue of Pope Clement over his tomb

shows his hand extended in a gesture that was

probably intended to indicate efforts to calm a

crowd, but with a number of European

monarchs threatening to go into schism and

undo their allegiance to the Church of Rome,

Clement acted. The Jesuit-educated Pope

Clement issued a decree Dominus ac Redemptor

on July 21st, 1773 suppressing the Society of

Jesus throughout the Church. (Because the King

of Prussia and Czarina of Russia did not

recognize papal authority, the Jesuits were able

to continue a much-reduced existence there

and a few other places until they were restored

throughout the Church in 1814.)

continued on next page

The Church at the time Clement was elected

was in the midst of many, many controversies

with a rising secularism throughout Europe,

somewhat like the world we live in now. At the

time, perhaps the most powerful intellectual

force countering that secularization, and

questioning the increasingly centralized power

of European governments was the teaching

offered by the Society of Jesus. Such was the

turmoil that Europe’s monarchs felt at “Jesuit

interference,” that Portugal expelled Jesuit

missionaries from Brazil in 1754, and from

Portugal itself in 1759. That national expulsion

of Jesuits was followed by France in 1764, Spain

and it’s colonies in 1763 (thus the Franciscans

came to southern Arizona and Mission San

Xavier del Bac), and finally from Parma in Italy

itself in 1768. 

The funerary monument (1783-87) to Pope Clement XIV (r. 1769-74), in the

church of Santi Apostoli, was the first major commission in Rome for the great

neo-classical sculptor Antonio Canova (1757-1822). 
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The second photograph (at right) reveals an

irony that probably gave God a good laugh. On

March 13, 2013, for the first time ever, a Jesuit

was elected Pope. According to his own account

of what happened, when this Jesuit was elected,

a Franciscan friend, Cardinal Claudio Hummes,

O.F.M., from Brazil, “hugged me, kissed me and

said, ‘Don’t forget the poor.’” In that instant,

Jorge Mario Bergoglio, SJ, decided that hence-

forth, he would be known as Pope Francis, the

first pope ever named Francis.

God probably at least smiled, if not laughed,

that at long last, the intellectual strength of the

Jesuits and the spiritual strength of the

Franciscans had come together.

In the photo, I am honored to be introduced to

Pope Francis by Michael Perry, Minister Gen-

eral of the Order of Friars Minor . (I think

Michael’s perplexed look comes from trying to

explain where New Mexico is.)

The Jesuit intellectual rigor and Franciscan

heart of Pope Francis are evident in two im-

portant writings inspired by St. Francis and

named with his own words. Pope Francis has

given the Church a new sense of its call to

protect the creation that God has loaned us in

Laudato Si and for us to be sisters and brothers

to one another in Fratelli Tutti.

By way of shameless self-promotion, I have been

invited to serve as Spiritual Director for a pilgri-

mage to Assisi, Rome, and the Holy Land--

“In the Footsteps of St. Francis following Jesus,”

from April 4-17, 2022, including Palm Sunday, Holy 

Week and Easter. For detailed information about

the pilgrimage, email: info@holylandtc.com

or call 866-339-3323.  -- Father Jack

LOOKING INTO OUR TRADITIONS,

CONTINUED

WE WANT TO LEARN ABOUT YOU!  

Our communications team wants to learn more about our friends of the province and readers of

The Padres' Trail. The Padres Trail, originally created in 1938, has taken many forms over the

past 80 years. The province wants to ensure that over the next two years our communication is

both relevant and impactful to our readers. Can you share 5-10 minutes for your time to help

our future communication efforts by completing a survey. It can be accessed online by clicking

HERE, or by visiting our website, www.swfranciscans.org. 

mailto:info@holylandtc.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BV5Z2HP
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

 

Blessings and peace on this Feast of the Divine

Mercy. As we take refuge in our loving Savior on

this second Sunday of Easter, I must share with

you some news.

After careful thought and prayerful reflection,

the Southwest Franciscan Province of Our Lady

of Guadalupe has made the decision to return

pastoral care of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, here

on Wilson Ave. in Gallup, to the Diocese of Gal-

lup. Bishop James Wall has graciously accepted

our decision and the diocese has agreed to the

official transition date of June 1, 2021, when all

ministerial and administrative responsibilities

will be relinquished by Our Lady of Guadalupe

Province and assumed by the diocese. The friars

will celebrate their last Sunday Masses here on

the weekend of May 29/30. Although we are

withdrawing from St. Francis Parish, the    

 Province and Franciscan presence will remain

active in the diocese as friars will continue their

minis-try in this northwestern region of the state.

Rest assured that this decision was not based on

any desire on our part to leave you – the wonder-

ful and faithful parishioners of St. Francis – or

your parish. Rather, it was a determination based

on these indisputable facts – our Province’s de-

clining number of friars in active ministry,

which, in turn, affects our ability to live and

minister in fraternity, which is one of our core

values as friars.

I will explain how these factors made our deci-

sion a necessary one, but first let me reflect on

why this has been one of the most difficult and

emotional decisions in the history of our

Province.

Franciscan friars have journeyed in faith with

generations of parishioners at St. Francis for

more than three-quarters of a century. Your

parish was established by friars from the Mid-

western United States in 1944 at the request of

the Most Reverend Bernard Espelage, OFM,

Gallup’s first bishop and himself a Franciscan

friar and part of the religious fraternity founded

by St. Francis of Assisi.

Our Lady of Guadalupe friars have been with you

for 36 years, from the first day our Province was

established in 1985. Because of this long

association and rich history and tradition, the 

LETTER TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST.  FRANCIS OF

ASSISI  PARISH,  GALLUP,NEW MEXICO

From Provincial Minister, Ron Walters, OFM 

continued on next page
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decision understandably stirred a range of emo-

tions and reactions – from disbelief, sadness and

disappointment, to anxiety and speculation about

how we could have avoided this outcome. But

reality made it inevitable. 

When Our Lady of Guadalupe was established in

1985, there were 110 friars in active ministry.

That high-water mark has fallen dramatically

through the years to the present-day number of

30 friars in active ministry – a 73 percent decline.

Our Province now has only 45 friars. We do not

have enough newly professed friars to take the

place of our elder friars who retire or pass away

These numbers make it clear that our friars have

been spread too thin for quite a number of years.

We can no longer expect those friars who are

active to serve all the ministries we have staffed

in the past.

Declining numbers have also challenged a central

value of our Franciscan vocation: We live and

minister as brothers together. When we become

friars, we commit ourselves to live in community.

This nourishes and supports our ministry. Our

departure from St. Francis Parish is necessary so

that we can relocate friars to support and en-

hance fraternal community with other brothers –

which, in turn, makes us better ministers.

The priority of fraternal life is also the reason

why six Franciscan provinces in the U.S. – Our

Lady of Guadalupe included – are joining to form 

one unified, coast-to-coast province in the next

several years. This union will strengthen Francis-

can ministry and presence, and attract new voca-

tions, throughout the country.

 

LETTER TO ST.  FRANCIS PARISHIONERS,

CONTINUED.

comfort in knowing that we are leaving St.

Francis Parish on solid ground, stronger and

more robust than when we arrived, and that

our shared Franciscan ideals and values will

continue to be present and lived in your

hearts and minds. 

optimism because you, the parishioners, are

the strength of this parish and will continue

to grow in faith and live the Gospel message

with one another.

joy for the privilege to have walked side-by-

side with all of you in communion with

Christ, a journey which has been a two-way

street – your faith inspiring, encouraging and

helping us to be better friars. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, change

can be frightening. Saying goodbye is never easy.

As we heard in scripture readings of the Easter

season, the apostles were fearful and anxious

after Jesus said he would not be with them much

longer. But we later learn that Jesus never really

left his friends, he remained in them through the

Holy Spirit. As the Province and friars prepare for

our departure, we shed uncertainty and anxiety

for the hope that we received on Easter in the

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior. 

Instead of sadness and disappointment, we feel a

sense of comfort, optimism and joy:

 

continued on next page

Father Abel Olivas  and 
Brother Maynard Shurley, OFM,

served as the last two Franciscans in ministry
at St. Francis.
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In closing, I would like to thank the friars at 

St. Francis – your pastor Fr. Abel, and Br. Andres

and Br. Maynard – for their steady leadership,

pastoral care, and sacramental ministry.

We thank Bishop Wall and his predecessors for

the opportunity to serve your parish for these

many decades. The Province and friars are

working closely with the diocese to achieve a

smooth and seamless transition.

 

Most of all, we extend our gratitude to you – the

incredibly supportive parishioners of St. Francis.

Our Province is indebted to all of you for the

friendship, kindness and welcome – truly in the

spirit of St. Francis – that you have always

extended to the friars. Your faith and your 

 

collaboration in ministry have enabled us to live

extended to the friars. Your faith and your

collaboration in ministry have enabled us to live

and evangelize with the values of our Franciscan 

charism. Together, we have shared in outreach to

the marginalized, care for the environment, and

advocacy for social justice. Be assured that you

will always be in our prayers – and please

continue to pray for Our Lady of Guadalupe

Province and Franciscan vocations. May God

bless you.

 

Fr. Ron Walters, OFM

Provincial Minister

Southwest Franciscan Province

of Our Lady of Guadalupe

On Friday, April 16, 2021, Fr. Richard Olona, a

priest of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe who

resides at San Juan Diego Friary, was

affiliated to Our Lady of Guadalupe Province.

Affiliation is an honor given to one who has

provided friendship and support to the

province. Provincial Minister Ron Walters,

OFM, conferred the honor at an evening

prayer with the community, honoring Fr.

Richard’s relationship with the friars and his

Franciscan spirit. Please join us in welcoming

Fr. Olona as we offer prayers of gratitude for

his fraternity and ministry among us! 

A FRANCISCAN WELCOME

TO FATHER RICHARD OLONA!

New Affiliate of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province 

LETTER TO ST.  FRANCIS

PARISHIONERS,   CONTINUED



At San Jose Parish, Laguna, New Mexico, the

feast day, typically includes traditional dances,

cultural activities, religious ceremonies, food,

and art. This year, because of COVID-19, the

feast looked different, reported Father Chris

Kerstiens, OFM, administrator of San Jose

Parish.

Although Mass is usually celebrated at San Jose

Parish on the feast day, it was not possible this 

year because of COVID restrictions. San Jose

Parish has not celebrated public in-person Mass

since March 2020. Nevertheless, Fr. Chris still

joined in the celebration with the people of La-

guna. According to custom, the people create

shrines where the parish's santos are placed for

veneration. This year the santos were instead

left out in the open, in keeping with safe COVID-

19 practices. The traditional sacred dances also

took place during the feast day, but with fewer

dancers because of social distancing. 

Although the feast day celebrations looked dif-

ferent, Fr. Chris reported that the special day

was important to the Pueblo. It brought a posi-

tive boost to morale after such a difficult year.

For many, it was the first time seeing other com-

munity members since pandemic restrictions

were put in place. 

Although Laguna Pueblo is still faces the devas-

tating impact of COVID-19, the feast day offered  

a hopeful glimmer of a post-pandemic reality.

The Pueblo marks another feast in honor of St.

Joseph on September 19. The community looks

forward to that celebration with the hope that it

will be safe to resume all normal activities. Fr.

Chris shares this hope as he prayerfully antici-

pates resuming public Masses in the near future.  

T H E  P A D R E S '  T R A I L  I S  A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

D I S T R I B U T E D  B Y  O U R  L A D Y  O F  G U A D A L U P E  P R O V I N C E .  

www.swfranciscans.org

Franciscan Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

1204 Stinson Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121

FEAST DAY

PROVIDES HOPE

AT LAGUNA 

Celebrating the Feast of St. Joseph 
On March 19th, the Catholic

Church celebrates Saint

Joseph, spouse of the Bless-

ed Virgin Mary. Although

observed across the

universal Church, the day is

especially important for the

people of Laguna Pueblo,

who mark their patron's 

 with ancient traditions.

 

 

San Jose Church, Laguna Pueblo, New

Mexico (Photo by Gilbert Schneider,

OFM, courtesy of the Provincial

Archives, Our Lady of Guadalupe

Province)


